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No Property to, nor lawful maintenance for a 
Powerful Goſpel.preaching Miniſtiy. 
O R 


A Compulſory Maintenance for Chriſts Miniſters is 
. contrary to Chrifts Do&rine and example of his Apo- 
ſles,and the example of the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and famous Reformers in all ages, as VVick{ife, Hus, and 
divers others, with an old Prophecy written by Toby 
Hyus, as it is recorded by Foxin his As and Monuments, 
commonly called the Book of Martyrs. | 


With a 


DIS C OVER Y. 


Falſe Prophets and Miniſters 


In all Ages(as they are found recorded in the Eccle- 


4 fiaſtical Hiſtory )fince the Apoſtles days to this very time 
agreeing with the Scriptures of truth both of the Old 
_ and New Teſrament, 
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Written by a lover of the ſouls of all men, John Crook, 


a vto «psri's Osc% 0Y0ue, (0700, 
_ NuInen habet vitam Chriſti, Chriſtum non habet, 


- They are the children of Abratiam that does the works of Abraham» 
-- Fo they are the children of the Martyrs'that fallow their (eps, and not they who 

are crying them up with their tongues, and maintaining and taking of Tythes 
- and other abominations with their pradtices, which the Martyres and boly men 
" witneſſed againſt , and ſome have loſt their lives fey. 


London Printed for Thomas Simmons, at the Bull and Mouth 
IS: 3 ncar Alderſgate, 165 g. | 
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THE PREFACE, 

UT the truth and ſell it not, was the ſaying of the wiſelt of mey, 
ID and is the voice and endeavour of all the children of Wiſdom, 
who know the price thereof to be beyoud Rubies , and the eniryment 
thereof to be more precious then fine gold , and the purchaſiag thereof 
to be worth the ſelling of all,that it may be poſſeſſed, tor in it is riches 
and honour , and by it comes the pearl of great price to be known 5 
And who makes all truly rich, truly wiſe and try free, that comes 
to the knowledge of it , but this is the Myſtery of it : It 3s not pur 
chaſed without the ſelling of all , nor cannot be enjoy:d but by thoſe 
who are.poor in Spirit , and yet nothing more free gift then that, nor 
nothing more truly bought without money and without price then it, 
piny ys 6 knovledge of this Myftery is as free in its revealing as this 
truth is in its appearing in and to the (11s and daughters of men , 
many have takgn paims to fiad it, but it hath been hid from the eyes of. 
all living,and concealed from the wiſe and prudent, who have talked 
of the fame thereof but becauſe of the dearneſs of the rate, have been of= 
god at it,& ſo have never come to the enjoyment of the thing it ſelf, 
but have ſatisfied themſelves with dead Piftures, and likeneſſes fra- 
med in the Chambers of their Imagery , which Idolatry is more dan- 
gerous then theirs who fall down to an Image made of wood and ftoxez 
aud when the beauty of truth it ſelf ſo appears, that it out-ſhines their 
Image ,;then they either oppoſe it with open oppoſition , or elſe will 
wot recetve it , becauſe it appears mith its viſage marred more they 
any of the likeneſſes that hath yet ſhewed themſelves ; and exp ſeth 
' the livers of it to the worlds ſcornes, to profeſſors rage, aud to great 
mens aud Rulers diſdain and. hatred , and becauſe it appears to the 
ftaining, of their glory and pride + they do now not much un-like 
the Senate of Rome of old, 'whex Tyberius made Relation to thens 
of Chriſt and. his Miraetes:y who _—_— to refed them, for no 0- 
ther cauſe, but becauſe they did not firſt approve the ſame; 
And further, Tertullian a man well experienced in the Roman 
Laws, in his Apologie for the Chriſtians, in his 5.Chapt, ſaith ( by 
interpretation) thus , That it was an antient decree, that no 
god thould be conſecrated by the Emperour, unleſs ic were 
A 2 DE firſt 


The Preface. Me 
firſt agreed unto by the Senates mbo ſaith (on the bibalf of the 
Chriflians) That the Deity is weighed among you after mans 
w:il and judgement, unleſs that God pleaſe man, he is not made 
God, ſo thatby this decree man muſt be gracious and favourae 
ble to God ; Nt much wnlike to this conftitution of mind bave many 
grave Senators appeared intheſe dayes, whocould willingly have cans 
tributed to the putting downTirbes,af the great men could bear it & the 
Priejis be pleaſed to bave it ſo, and the Parliament account it no diſ- 
grace to move againit them, nor the Lawyers be angry for impairing 
their trade; but ſuch (ir zs to be feared) loves the praiſe of men more 
then the praiſe of God, and white they pleaſe men, are. net the. ſervants 
of Chriſt z but where iz theſe mens faith? and what is become of their 
experiences f cannot be that hath delivered from the oppreſſive Court 
of Wards , and from the arbitrary Star-Chamber Court , from the 
bands of the late King, from the power of the Biſhops, and from others 
alſo (who have ſaid as Abſalom once did, to palliate his defign , 
Oh thas all men would come to me, and will do them Fuſtice, ad 
rake away oppreſſions )deliver out of the hands of this Philiftive (the 
Tithes) alſo ? yea verily, the Lord will deliver his people from this in« 
tolergble yoke of bondage , and if thoſe in preſent power do nos dv it , 
deliverance ſhall come another way, for the Lord God is appearing in 
power and great glory, 40 deliver his oppreſſid ſeed, and to takg away 
the abominations from the midjſt of the Nations: & the longer any have 
continued, the more need there is to haſten the removing of them ; 
and wheraas there is a Cry among people, that 10 take away Tithes, is 
to deſtroy property, &'c, Therefore have 1 written this folloning dif- 
courſe, that all ſober-minded people may underſtand, bow that botb- 
by the Law of God, the Common, and Statute Law of this 'Nativit 
alſo , together with ſeveral Preſidents of 1he Martyrs and others, 
who in tbe darkef? times of Popery Witnefſed ageinit Tithes , and. all 
kind of compulſory . maintenance (whatſaever ) for preaching , ats 
wayes efteeming Tithes to be but a meer. Almes, as by their own words 
at large may appear; which I heve ſet down (as I find them tecor- 
ded inthe Book of Martyrs ) for the ſatisfeGion of thoſe who deſire 
ro know the truth, and to be made free by it. | ' 
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Tithes 
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Tythes no. property to nor lawſul maintenance for a Goſpel, 
powerful; preaching eMiniftry,&c. ol 


without injury to another.,and is derived to him, either by deſcent, 
purchaſe, or pifr, and not by cuſtom onely , for-that gives no mana 
ticle or property that had it not rightly confirmed upon him, as a- 
foreſaid; for although cuſtome to places, and- ſome things are ac- 
counted at law, yer always with this limication , ſuch cuſtomes 'as are good. 
and reaſonable; for ſaith Cook, Cuſtome ought te be reajonable,(F excerta cauſa 
rationebili ufitata, &c.gcither doth the law of England create or make any man 
atitle or property,that had none before , bat only conferves and maincains 
every mans juſt, property and equal rightz for the juſt. laws of a Nation are. 
their walls to their Cities, and bars to. their gates 3 and by them the land of 
every man is incloſed from other, thaugh tt lice-in open field 3 and ifa man 
do treſpaſs therein, the Writ ſhall be quare clauſum jregit, as ſaith the law, 


| MEE is that which a man hath a jvſt right ro and intereſt in, 


and every Jaw, of the Nation muſt be conſonant to the law of God; and * 


therefore (ſaith the law book.) The laws of Princes, the commandements of Pre- 
lates, the Statutes of Commonalties , ne yet the Ordinance of the..Church, is not 
righteaus nor obligatory, exceprif he conſonant to the law of God, and by, ſuch a law 
of. man as is conſonant t9 the law of. God, ft appeateth. who bovh, righs todangs and 
goods, and who not, for whatſoever « man hath-by ſuch lews of the Nation , he-bath 
righteouſly, and whatſoever a man hath againſt ſuch laws, is untigbteouſly had; the's, 
be:the very wards of the law 3 and alſo by the. Sraturce law of -this Nation 
it appears, . Thet no-man-of what e(f ate , . degree. or condition ſoever. he, be; hath 
power #0-diſpence with.Gods Jaws, as gll the Clergy bj, this: Realm and moſt part of 
ellthe Vgiverſities,of Chriſtendom ,. and we. alſo ds, 4 «pd,think; theſe be 
the very worgsgf Statute £ 20cm $: " F Sidpior003% 208 = 
; Thexefore ſegingghat every. law: af.man_m be <gnſonpur x0 the law of 
God,;or elſe it iSRno, Jaw z and that. every coſtome. that. is. accounted as a 
law maſt, be reaſogable, and every law of Fo muſt be;<qual and juſt ac-. 
cording to the law of .God (as the law itſelf ſaith ).as before is mentioned, 
and no. man can hayg a propetty.bur by deſcene,.-purchaſe,, or gift, rhe law 
is ſelf, not greacing a.propert os onely canſervingxo. every. man; his juſt 
right and intereſt, 'as above (aid; and-rhoſe laws fac Fyrbiog made in the 
time both of Hen... & Edw. the 6. (there being no law before made by 
Parliameors, oncly the Statute of Ric. 2+ 15. & 6. canfirmed by Hen. the 
4+ by which it appears that Tythes were bur a free gift or alms, and there- 


fore ſpecial care is taken that a convenient. portion of the Tythes be ſet - 


qut for a maintenance for the poor,ot the Pariſh, (as by that Starate av- 


pears, though made in the midnight of Papery 4) not wholly forgetting ; 
the end for which rhey were given under. the law, thai. there might be no . 


And. 


begger in Iſcacl., 
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And were it not righteous and juſt, that thoſe who have robbed the poor 
of_chat which was their duc by law, ſhould themſclyes be made pocr , aud 
have thar taken from them, which they have ſo long robbed others of, con- 
tcary.to Law? ) I ſay the Statute made in Hen.8.and Edw. the 6.time,did not 
eeate aright,bur dadhyconfirm what was rhen in thacwight of Popery, pre- 
ſumed and ſuppoſed to be right (vpon nds. which-now appears to be 
falſe.) viz, as belonging to God and holy Churth , and were then called in 
the Star, of Hen. 8. ſpiritual gifts, and [mpropriate Tyrhes rhat were ſold 
aſterrhe diſfolurion, are ſaid now-to be made temporal,and not beforez” and 
neither theſe nor any other laws , ever gave any man a right or property in 
or to Tyches, bat onely through the blindneſs and ſuperſticion of thoſe Po- 
piſh-rimes, ſuppoſed a right upon a ſpiritual ground, as aforeſaid,and ſo geve 
power ts Ecclefiaftical' Gourrs to ſue for them, which before rhey could not 
do, but onely excommunieate for non payment, but by thoſe Sratutes they 
might ſue in Ecclebraſtical-Courts but nor elſe where, as the Statute of Edw. 
the 6. ſaith, upon which Statute they bring their Aion for treble damages, 
which Statute ir ſelf! reftraiys the rrial of Tythes to Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
and not elſewhere q\aii@for Judges! to make laws;, 'or to interprevithe laws 
contfaty'to'the wotds'of chelaw; is a prefittaption , not much unlike thar 
which HWract of 'oldiffdiffieviriexfes Was' to! beware of, and: nor to be ha- 
ſty in; bur to do accordingts che ſentence of the law,from which they were 
not to fecline either'ro the righe hand or the left upon pain of death) for 
if the law'tharis juſtbe declined and left to'mans will 3 is nor the maxim of 
the* law made- , Mijerd ſervituseſt;* ubſjus eft vagum , ant tncognitum x; 
theris miſerable bondage, where the law 13 left ro the will of the Jadge', 


- -* _adin"this caſe 'whetethe Statue e rdirains it; har Jadpe may go further? 


and to ſay Where's p is dpponited; ant? no way mentioned for the eu 


7 arc intended;zis' (in this cale) to mike the law intend againſt ie 


Weſtmin 
che law.is called approved reaſon”) __—_— *thac che-treble 


| Hefmiker it, thar Hes Fe ſhaltbe raken ot pee the Courts af 
of 
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damages are reeoverable at common law; whicy ncipte ir ſelf (forthe 
non payaicht Pw HicWrh@ rfeb 3 > af&abe, 3 Ao yer proved a debts 


-,._ Nor is, not recoverable Bit jr ſp tr EET 16 net to Te ho 


ſhow'ld fay*,-thit Ipromnſett to pay an the firfar May 
laſt, and if 'it were not'paid'I'woul boa rhirry peuttds y and heſhould 
be admitted to ſue forthe 'thifty pountls (*penalry for the-non payment of 
the ren pounds) and yer-may nor ſte far the ſaid renponids ro prove thar 
promiſed, and ttor pa Wo" 7, of ro try rhe aCt before the prin- 
cipal; when as if yo fg&wascojhrittred, no.man' for being acceMlary could 
be pemifhed;; © reſotE before Tythes' be provediin- the Ecclefiaſtrcel 
Courts, ts de ſubſtratfed; #r withheld, or not fer oar, nodamages (for nor ſer- 
ring ot) cen juftly and legally be recovered'; and forany'man to rake away 
my corn and/ha',Qc.” Wirhout toy conſent, or recovered -in manner afore- 
ſaid, differs nothing from him'that pretends a debr, and without any further 
proceedings, comes and rakes away my goods by force and againft my will z/ 
bur fort do fay-Juſtices of Peate haye* power 'to wake's jadgement in the 
caſe; many doth thar by'powtr which they cannor do by law,bur Juftices are: 
onely authorized by an Ordinance of Parliament z and if the my —H 
al £0 rc 
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CY 
this Ordinance may be called (' CC. mblesto laws are called, 
then their power is atan end', becauſe: they were 'but intruſted by reaſon 
of the exegencies of warz. Counts of juſtice :bcing obſtructed, and if the 
Juſtices of Peace,or their Clerks,or kindred were not ſome way gainers by 
ir, irhey need not now aft upon that Qrdinancesthereaſon of that rempora- 
law being taken away,viz. -obfiruFions of Courts of Juſtice , the law ir 
ſelf ceaſerh, if this maximvin the law-be trucyuviz. That the reaſon of the law 
3s the law it ſelf, and efpecially'if Cook ſay true, viz. That an Ordinance bind- 
eth nor in ſucceſſion ;' beſides; that matters of Title ſhould be determined. in 
an Alchouſe or private chamber, isaſhame to a free State, and na honor 
ro Juſtices of: Peace to intermedle? with that (which: indeed.) they have 
not legally-to do withal, theyatting onety by an Ordinance, and that Or- 
dinance never yet confirmed by A&-. 'Whatgare not all the Courts at Weſt- 
minſte! ſofficient ? Take heed ; for To over-do is towndoz but however rhe 
Jn Ordinance hath no better bottom then a ſuppoſed right , as afore- 
aid, which is noright, bur a common:wrong, and they that a& upon that 
Ordinanoe now, are no friends to true freedem, to fay no more. 
And that Tythes are an oppreſſion and unrighteous thing , many have 
born their teſtimony, both Marryrs and; orhers,” as may appear more at large 
hereafter z and for any to ſaythatanocher hath as good 2 property in, and 
right tothe tenth of my increafe, as I have co nine parts, or as [| have to the 
coat of my'back, or to the nine.parts of 'my land , is igaorance to be'piti« 
ed, rather then to be 'diffured: againſt; bur as cuſtome- in finning begers 
hardneſs, ſo-doth ſuperſticion and ignorance, by tradition begat faith ina 
lye; which makes truth fo hard to be received, by aged, wiſe men, after rhe 
;becauſe they have ſeem 8 read the records of their fore farhers;& ſome 
through their blindneſs being ſerled on rheir Lees , are rcfolved to go no 
farther then their fathers weat, nor to believe otherwiſe then the Church 
believes, and others dare not fee beyond their. profit , nor believe further 
then may ſtand with cheir gain, that being their godlincſs 3 Court-great- 
neſs having blinded their eyes,: and made them to deſpiſe the opprefiion of 
the alflied, and robe regardleſs of the conſciences of the upright z their 
greatneſs having taken away their feeling, and many old men, like thoſe in 
Nehemiqghs days, who wepr when chey ſaw the foundation 'of the ſecond 
Temple laid, and conſidered of the former Temple, how beattiful char had 
been 3 ſo'do many nowbegin to bewail their loſs , and-cry our, what will 
become of their Goſpel, if Tythes be raken away z and others ſay, what will 
you deſtroy propriety, ard take away mens rights ?-rhe taking away of 
Tythes will quite deſiroy our Miniſters, and impaite the Law yers cradey oe, 
and ſo rhe downfal af -Babylon muſt beger the bewailing of many Merchants, 
not onely of thoſe who have:inriched thetyſelves' by-the laws , bur aiſo 
thoſe who have made Merchandize of the ſonls of men 3 for this is as hor- 
Table athing in: our dayes,: as it:was in old inthe days of: the Propher,vie. 
:For the-Prieſts rr hire and for the Judges -to judge for reward; 
and-mayir-not be faid of fucknow,as Michs ſaid then? : | 
- | The beſt of them is as a brier;-and 'the mot uprighri: ſharper chien a 
thorn hedge , rhe day of thy waechmen: and 'thy viſitation 'comerh, now 
ſhall be thy perplexirye -| 5 67 095 gs 1 nll Off 21G 22G 0 
Bur to return to the ObjeRion, That they have asgood a tightito the 


tenth . 
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.eenth part x | have to nineg@c To: which itis ſaidyby:law: they have no 
righe, as before is ſaid, forthe law onely preſerves my Tight , thar another 
man may not. take. xc from me', bur gives. right ro no+man that had-ic 
nor derived to him y- either by-defcent,; purthaſe,:or gift, as aforefaid ; now 
if it cannot be made zppexr (by hiw'who ans rh-property:in Tythes}) 
that it came to himonevf "theſe wayes; afbeciaid, then: he hath no fight ra, 
nor legal property in them -.now by deſcent hecannethave them, for thar 
cannot deſcend to anothers which is ner in rerum ature, as. the increaſe 
and renewingof 'my-land:(by my labox: is not 4- and therefore:cannor giC- 
cend from another ,whanever was owner of it, por never bad 1t:in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, as no-man. can of my incyeaſe;;,pracured. by myTabor,-and'if.j1 
plough nor,no cors will graw; and -is.1 moly-not,no hay is mdde;; tad fo.it.is 
-in my power, whetheragy :thingy/how. mychy, - or norhing; the Prieſt ſhall 
have, And again, If Lby my ownua& Jonot fer our my Tyches, he. hath 
no property untill by my voluntary:a& I give him it; for it cometh gor by 
the land, nor doth he challenge the tenth of the cent, nor-rench acre, bur 
_ tenth of. che increaſe; renewing ,; of: growing in, ang. upoib the pro 
miſes,&c-; 3's; 22D bas: iwwillotgto 5 1 I24DYT M815 5: 
And whereas it js ſaid, the. law implies a property in that is hath provided 
2 puniſhment of treble damages for nor ſetting: it our , and wharta: Partia- 
ment doth, is ſuppoſed to be-done by the peoplewhom they repreſent,goc; 
To which I anſwer, That it is true, the :Law-makers ſuppoſed a due to 
God and holy Church, and upon this ſuppeſtion- and foundation, Enacted 
a penalty upon him that did not ſer our his Tyrhes, but fome of qur::late 


_ Judges have fince adjudged thar Tythes are. nat fo due, viz;\by Gads-la 


Was 
Chief Juſtice Rolls, in the Lipper Reneh at Weſtminſter.” And #f that ſuppoſed 
common right be generally ſeen; and be confeſſed ito bed real: common 
wrong , may not a man make uſe of his eye ,;to avoid the. pit-which he and 
others in the time of their darknef fel! inro2and if a man will wink when he 
may ſee, if he fall then into rhe pit, is ke noe guiley of his own death? 
And for the Stat. made in Ed.the 6: rimegifche ſuppoſed right upon-which 
that law is builr, be found co be oppreſſion and wrong', atd;.that God: and 
holy Church hath diſclaimed their right to Tythes under rhe Goſpel; and 
thar by their writings upon record, that there being a:change of the Prieſt- 
hood, there is made alto a neceflity of the change of the law 3 then whar 
is that law worth that is contrary 80.God, and that commandement which is 
oppoſit to his? | of 2 - £3 $3443 26 gag 
Again, as before. is proved, not onely by the law-ofi Gogb; butalfo by the 


\. Common avd Statute Law -of this:Nation,. all-Laws :made-conttery of :nar 


Seafoaenr tothe law of God, are:voigle gf theniſelves 42 arid which 
is built upon a falſe rotren foundation; muſt neets fall, aschat is which fep- 
poſeth Tyrhes to be due by.comman, tighr, or due to God and holy Cliureh 
under che Goſpel, which they are not; as before. is proved: and [then! the 
reaſon of che law, failing, /the law. (lf .allsy for fairhCook:, (Rex inaeft 
infoliis verb5rum ſed in radice rations rand. if rhet:whict iis laid roberdutby 
commenright, proge40 beg commpn:wrong, and general gticyanteyichen 


| | YT ge 
' that other, paximoficbe lawy aokesiframay alſo (clus popul; ſupreme {ext 
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« Kid 45 no right nor property to Tyrhes comes toany by deſcent,or reaſon 
re juſt law;fo neither can any property bederived to any by purchaſe, or 
gifr, for no man hath power (legally) to ſell or give that which he hath 
no juſt intereſt in, neither may any man buy it (except in his own wrong_} 
no more then a man may ſell my goods which he hath 'gorten wrongfully 
from-me, nor no more then another hath any juſt power to diſpoſe, or give 
away that which is none of his, or he hath no right or property in himſelf ro 
diſpoſe of, the law counts ſuch a gife or ſale, to be the1fr and robbery. 

And to ſay that it is an incumbrance which every man knows of when he 
buys his land, and therefore no wrong, ia meer device to deceive the fim- 
p!e withall , for a man buys his land free from all ineumbrances whatſoever 
with this general warranty, and covenant, not onely free from all Statutes ; 
Morgages, Judgements,&c. bur alſc with theſe general words , Free from all 
ot ber 1ncumbrances whatſoever , which words are a deceir , if ſo bea man 
knows a tenth part ro be due to another, and yet he iclls the whole, fo 
diſcharged as aforeſaid 3 and if it be a real incumbrance in the law upon the 
eſtate, or that another harh a right and property in that which 1 boughe ab-' 
ſolute and free» as aforeſaid, will nor an Aion in that Caſe lic againſt him 
that ſold it free, and covenanted to make it good, as aforeſaid ? if ſo,what 
work would this make in the Nation for the Lawyers? bur inrrurh, is ic 
not intended by the Law, that every man ſhould have and enjoy his land 
free as he bought it ? avd then he may 'give freely what he will, and to 
whom he will ; and then ( volent; non ft injuria J to himchat is willing it is 
no wrongzand thus the famous reformers and Martyrs looked upon them, as 
Fobn Wickliff in the 17. Article charged againſt him in theſe words,viz. 

* That tenths are pure Almes, and that the Pariſhoners -may for offence 
© of their Curates, detain and keep them back, and beſtow them upon o- 
« thers at their own wills and pleaſures. 5 

William Swindersby, faith in theſe words, © That no Prieſt ows to ſell by  Simonie «4 7 
© bargain and covenant his Ghoſtly travel,ne his prayers, ne Gods word, &c, Simone Mg- © 
© nor any worldly mens reward, to ask or take for theſe, or for any of theſe, £0 quume 
© or for any Ghoſtly thing he errs and doth Symony. quis Eccles © 

| ſraſticos 
funS@iones que mera dei dona ſunt nundinatur : Whoſoever purchaſeth Offices with money. 
which are Gods free gifrs, commits Simony,and is like Simon Magus, : | 


Walter Brute in theſe words, * That Tythes are meer Alms,.- and in caſe 
© that Curates ſþall be il!, thar they may be lawfully beſtowed upon others, 
* by the temporal owner:,Cc. | Se I 

Walt, Brate Further faith, *That a Prieſt receiving by bargain any thing 'of* 
* yearly annuity, js in ſo doing, a Schiſmatick and excommunicate,&c. . 

Wil ism Thorpe, ſaith as followerh in theſe words, viz. * After Chriſts aſs 
* cenſion, and when the Apoſtles had received the holy Gheſt, they travel- 
*led with their hands to ger their livelik.od,when that they might thus do 
© for buſie preaching, therefore by the example of himſelf, Saint Paul 
© reacheth all the Pricſts of Chriſt to travel wirh their hands, when for 
© buſie teaching of the people, they might rhus do, whoſe Prieſthord God 
* accepteth now, or will-zccepr, nr did in the Apoſtles rime; and after their” 
* decealſc, and will do to thg worlds end ; bur as Giftercienſes, in the thou- 
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Pope gre- © ſand year of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 2:1. yeer, one Pepe Ergry the was 4 
| gory the * ordained new Tythes fuſt to be given to Prieſts, now in the new law, but. 
- goth firſt © Sane Paul in his rime whoſe trace or example all Prieſts of God inforce 
| appointed * them to fullow, fecing rhe coveronſneſs rhat was among the people; defir- 
 kithes un- * ing to deſtroy that foul ſm by the grace of God and true vercuovs living, 
; der the * andexample of himfelfzwrought and taught all Prieſts ro follow him, as,he 
{Goſpel in © followed Chriſt, willingly and patievtly, in high poverty 4 whecetfore Paul 
{in rheyear *fairh thus, the Lord harh ordained tharthey which preach the Goſpel ſhall 
- about *live of the Goſpel,bur we (ſaith Paul) that covet ad bufic us to be faith- 
1211, * ful followers of Chriſt uſe nor this power, fur lo, as Paw! witneſlceth whew 
| * he was full poor and needy, preaching -among the people, he was not - 
© chargeous unto them, bur with his hands he travelled nor onely to ger, 
* his own living, but alſo the living of other poor and needy creatures , and 
* fince the people was never ſo coveteous, nor fo avaritious 1 ghels as they 
"ace now, it were good councel if all Prieſts rook good heed to this hea-: 
*venly learning of Paut , following him bere ig wilfalpoverry, nothing 
© charging the people for their bodily livelihood ; but becauſe that many 
* Prieſt: do contrary to Paul in the aforeſaid dorine, Paul biddeth the 
*people take heed of theſe Priefts,that follow not hinz.as he had given them 
*example, as if ( ich he) Paul wovld ſay. thus. to the people, Accept ye. 
* no other Prieſts then they that live after the form thar .F have taughe you, 
* for certain in whatſoever dignity or order that any Prieft isin, if he con- 
* form him not ro follow Cluiſt and: his Apoſtles in wilful poverty, and in 0- 
e ther heavenly verrues , and ſpecially in true preaching. of Gods word , 
* though ſuch 8 one be named a Prieſt , yet he is no more buta Pricſt ia 
* name; for the work of a very Prieſt in foch a one wanteth: this ſentence 
© approveth Auguſtine, Gregory Chryſoſtore.and Linco/ne plainly, . 
oh And he ſaith further in theſe words, * It is ng wonder, though people - af 
F-3 * grudge ro give the Prieſts: the livelihocd that they ask, mickil} people Y 6 
ES *know now., how Prieſts ſhonjd live, and how that they live contrary 

* co Chriſt and. to his Apoſtles, and therefore ing people are full heavy to, 

© pay, 45 they do, their temporal goods to Parſons, and to other Vicars, and. 

© Prieſts, which ſhould be fairhful diſpenſators of the Pariſh goods, and ta- 

*king to themſelves no more but a ſcarce living, of Tythes nor of offerings,. 
* by the Ordinance of the common Law; for whatſoever Prieſts take of the 
© people (be it Tythes or offering, or any other dury or ſervice.) the Prieſts 

© ought to have thereof no more but a bare living, and-to depart rhe reſidue 
©ro the poor men and women, eſpecially of the Pariſh of whom they rake 

© chis remporal living, but the moſt deal of Prieſts now waſteth their Pa- 
fiſh goods, and-ſpendeth them at their own will, after the world in their 

*vain luſts, ſo that in few places poor men have duely ( as they ſhould: 
© have) their own ſuſtenence, neither of Tithes, nor of offerings, nor of 0- 
© ther large wages, and foundations the Prieſts take of the people, in divers 
* manners» above that they need for need(ul ſuſtenance of meat and cloath- 
ing,bur the poor needy people are left and forſaken of Prieſts to be ſuſtain: 
© ed of the Pariſhioners, as if the Pricſts took nothing of the Pariſhioners. 
*ro help the people with, -and chus fir (ſaith Thorp to the Biſhip) into 0- 
\ yer great charges of the Pariſhioners,they pay their. temporal goods _—_— 
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«where once might ſuffice if prieſts were true diſpenſators. The Pariſhioners 
O _ dies Ate goods(be they Tithes or offerings) to Prieſts thar 
© do not their offfce among them juſily, are rtners of every {in of thoſe 
« prieſts, becauſe that they uſtain thoſe prieſts folly in their fin with their 
© remporal goods; if rheſe things be well conſidered, what wonder is it then 
« if the pariſhioners grudge againſt rheſe diſpenſators, - S 
« And he further faich that Paul faith, that Tithes were given ia 
© the old Law to Levites and to prieſts that came of the lineage of 
Levi, hut our Prieſts came not of the lineage of Levi , bur of 
© the lincage of Fadah,to which 74d4h no Tiches were promiſed tobe given, 
* and therefore Paul ſaith fince the prieſihocd is changed from the generati- 
© on of Levi to the generation of Zudah,jir is neceſlary that changing allo be 
* made of the Law, fo that priefts live now wichour Tithes and other duties 
© that they claim, following Chriſt and his Apcſtles in wilful poverty, as they 
© have given them example, for ſince Chriſt lived all the time of his preach» 
© ing by pure alms of the people, and by example of him, his Apoſtles lived 
<in the | an wiſe, or elſe by the travel of their hands,as it is ſaid above. E- 
« very prieſt whoſe prieſthood Chriſt approveth, knoweth well and confeſ- 
%eth in word aud in work, that a diſciple ought not to be above his maſter, 
* bur ix ſufficeth, ſo adiſciple ro be ſimple and pure, patient and meek, and 
* by his example, ſpecially of his Maſter Chriſt z every prieſt ſhould rule him 
*in all his living z and ſo afrerjhis cunning and power, a pricſt ſhould bufie 
6 him, to reform and rulcJyhomſoever he wight chacitably. 
© And he further ſaith thus, There is a Dr. ( Zthink it is St. Hjierom) that 
© ſaith thus, the prieſts thac challenge now in the new Law Tirhes, ſay in ef- 
' * fe, that Chriſt is nor become man, nor that he hath yer ſuffered death for 
* mans love. Wherefore this Dr. faith this ſentence ; Since Tithes were the 
© hires and;wages limited to Levites, and to pricſts of the old Law for bear- 
© ing about of che Tabernacle, and for ſaying and fleaing of beaſts, burning 
© of ſacrifices, and for keeping of the Temple, &c. and other things that 
© pertained to their office, thoſe prieſts that will challenge or take Tithes, 
© deny thatChriſt is come in the fleſh,and do the priefts office in the old law, 
©* for whom Tithes were granred, for elſe this Dr; faith, Prieſts take Tirhes 
© now wrongfully ; and faith furcher, That Tithes and other duties which 
« prieſts challenge now are wrongfully called (freedom of holy Church) 
«ace neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles challenged nor took ſuch duties; there- 
* fore thoſe takings of prieſts now are nor juſtly called the freedom of hol y 
« Church ; bur ali ſaeh giving and caking ought to be-called and holden the 
s (landrous covetouſneſle of men of holy Church. 
And further ſaith in theſe words, viz. * Since by the viciouſneſſe of 
« prieſts both Lords and Commons are moſt (infully infe&ed and led into the 
« wotſt,and becauſe of the Covetouſueſſe of priefts and pride, aud the boaſt 
© that they have and make of their dignity and power, defiroyeth not onely 
© the vertues of the prieſthood-in prieſts rhemſelves, bur alſo over this ic ſtir 
© eth God to take great vengeance both upon the Lords and upon the Com- 
© mons, which ſuffer theſe prieſts charitably : And he further faith in anſwer 
* ro the Biſhop ip rheſe words;vize* Thar a proud pricſt may be knownzwhen 
© he denicth.ro follow Chriſt and his Apoſtles in wilful poverty and other 
6 yertues, and coveteth wordly __— and taketh ir gladly; and anibee. 
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© eth togerher With pleading, menacing, or with flattering,or with Simony 
any worldly 'goods'; and moſt if a prieſt bufie him» not chiefly in him- 
* ſelf; and after in-all other men and women afrer his cunning and power to 
«withſtand fin. <> 

And further 1 find by the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories written by"Euſed;us) 
mentioning Apolonjus againſt Mentanus ſaith thus, * That Montanus fed the 
* maintainers of his do&rine with ſums of money and great hire ro preach, 
© which was forbidden in the holy Scripture that/prophets ſhould rake hire, 
© Chriſt commanded his diſciples to take no mans gold or filyer or apparel, 
© or two-coats z andfaith by their fruits you ſhall know them ; and further 
©ſaich, That if hire be taken by a prophet, he is then no longer a propher;, 
© {et all chat be falſe be tried conditionah. + | 

Theſe. are the fairhful ſayings of theſe.men of famous memory, who in' 
their time bore a fairhful Teſtimony againſt the p:icſts in their dayes, and 
other abominarions and innovations brought in by thoſe who were in the 
apoſtacie, finte the dayes of Chrift and his Apoſtles, which I have faithfully 
ſet down, ithar fo thoſe who ſay whar is become of our fore fathers who-fuf- 
fered in the flames for witneſſing againſt the ſuperſtirion and-Idolatry of 
theſe times-in+Which they lived ,* may ſee themſelves wiiſtte they 
are, and what theyare doing, while they ask what is become of theip fore- 
farhers, and yet they themſelves found walking in the ſteps of thoſe men 
who perſecuted and martyred thoſe who they call their forefathers, but are 
indeed monſtruous. children, or rather the children of thoſe who pur 
the: martyrs to death, as by their practices they make ir appear in their 
maintaining like prieſts (though now called Miniſters) and their unrighteous 
wages; which their forefarhers witnefled againſt with the loſle of their lives, 
Oh'bluſh for ſhame ro behold thy practices, leſt thou partaking of their ſins 
do partake of their plagues alſo, and came out from thoſe wayes, leſt thou 
fall rogecher wich them, as thou haſt holpen ro uphold the enemies of the 
Lord, for as ic is truly recorded in the ſame book of Martyrs in theſe words, 
viz.*Wholgecver do receive the holyOrder by giving of mony,is' not a prieſt; 
© ſecundum-rem oy nomen,but to ſay the trath,hedefirechto be cal'd a prieſt, 
© that is,tobe a pricſt ſecundum nomen tantum,and fuch a-pricſt wch is a prieſt 
© in name onely, is noprieſt no more chen Sc,-Mary painted is- St. Mary, nor 
* a falſe Dr,a Dr. but no Door, and'a man painted is nota wan,bur no manz 
<* and thus ſuch a prieſt in name onely is not aprieſt, becavſe thar all faith- 
ful men do firmly. believe ,. with St. Gregory, that no man buying the holy 
© Orders may.then be called aprieſt, as he ſaith they who! buy or (ell holy 
* Orders can be noprieſts, whereupon it- is: written anathema dandi, of ane+ 
© rhema accipiendi that is he is accurſed rhat gives,and he no leſle that rakes; 
and thoſe who are now found with rhe marks of the falſe Prophers and 
Prieſts upon them, are, as was ſaid then, «nj voce natura bur yet 4qui voce 
#n mnribus, that is one in.nature , though different in manners, and thou who 
art ſuch a one, of thou who maintains ſuch a- one as is made a Prieſt for hrs 
. mony, ar by-che arrs learned frem men, and natural knowledge gorten by 
ſtudy, rhovgh ſuch a one be called a gifted man, yet he will be found to be 
one whamChriſt never ſent;and his marks:makes manifeſt who ſent him if tre 
preach for hirc,and divige for mony,oritake any thing by compa or agree- 
_—_ : PD OS 633: - . menr 
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ment wich any people,whatſoever name they go under, filthy [ucre is not far 
cf, and poyſon enters and cats like a canker until otter conſanprion over- 
take, and ler ncne think to exeuſe themſelves with ſaying , how ſhall I 
live, or how ſhall my wifeand children be maintained, or in putting ir off, 
with ſaying; preach gor for monyzifſo,let thy mony & gifts alone & preach 
without any , (if thou muſt necds preach) for ir is ations and not words 
onely by which the Miniſters of Chriſt were made to differ (C from Anti- 

chriſts miniſters Jin all ages ſince the beginning,and if chou doeft nor preach 

freely henceforth, and leave taking thy gifts and rewards, then I ſhall con- 

clude it is for money,and the way rthon runneſt ſo greedily and zealouſly in, 
is the way of .Balaam, and thou art to take heed to thy ſclf leaſt the day 

come upon thee z when thou ſhalt defire ro die the death of the righreous, 

and thy latter end to be like his, buc then ir will be too late , and Eſaxes- 
portion muſt be thine, who haſt prophaned the Name of the Lord, and 

ſold thy bicch-right for a morſel of bread, even that ſweer peace and con- 

rent in God, which (ir may be) ſometime thy ſoul hath taſted , but con-- 
ſulring with fleſh and blood , and looking our at the examples of others, 
and how dclicioufly chey fare every day, thy mind hath been beguiled 
- from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt,and ſo haſt puc thy ſelf from under Gods 
care, and now ait caring for thy ſelf, and wife, and children, and thy life 
is miſerable to thee, although thou putreſt as good a face upon it as rhou 
canſt : yet in ſecret have many gone mourning becauſe of theſe things, and 
at laſt have ſunk under the burthen of them, for whoſe ſake my ſoul hath 
mourned in ſecret, and | have been pained within me to confider how 

hard a thing ic is for ſuch a one tobe ſaved, and what ſhifts they have found 
our to keep their gifts, livings , and rewards , under ſeveral pretences, 
covers and diſtinions as that rhey are free gifts given of old,& no man now 
is at all prejudiced by the receiving of them, and in their ſaying if I did 
not, ſome clſe would; and ſome faying as they ſay Luther once ſaid,that as 

in time paſt che miniſters of Sathan was mainraincd by them,and thoſe that. 
did work tor the Divel,ſo now they for a time may be imployed for the ſer- 
vice of God to maintain his miniſters, and his pure worſhipzand beſides ſay. 
ſome, if 1 go our of them a worſe may come in my room, and ſuch like 
reaſonings have niine cars heard from ſome, who are accounted not the leaſt 
amongſt many, and others looking at the eſteem they have amongſt great 
men, and therefore ſay, if Iforſake taking gifrs they will conclude me a 
ſeRary, and then I ſhall be more retired, and grow more in acquaintance. 
with God- and delight in communion with him, and ſo by my faithfulneſs. 


to him,. 1 ſhall ſtand a witneſle for God againſt greater abominations thea * 


theſe, knowing that God revea)s his ſecrets to them thar fear him, and de- 
art from iniquity, and hate every evil way, and fo at laſt ſball looſe all 
ny.acquainrance and familiars, and ſhall become as an owl.in the deſarr,and 
pelicanin the Wilderneſle, and like a ſparrow cherping alone upon the 
houſe rop,which I do now prevent, by walking in a way. wherein I have 
many good men of my fide, and company enough to go along with me,and 
in hopes as the times mend to come to greater preferment, and as longhas IL. 
take no more then juſt doth maintain me, I know not bur if any man will- 


gire me gift or living, I may take Rn do good tg others with it, for. 
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out of my gift 1 wr Seyanrr and contribyte to mainrain divers gifted bre- 
thren tnat may be fterviceable in rhe Lords work, and othicr gocd deeds I 
may do with wy giſt, which ifI had it nor 1 could nor do. En 

. Oh, Take hced leaſt the charge againſt Fob be made good againſt you, 
regard not iniquity, for this baſt thou choſen rather then affliftion,bebold God exalt - 
eth by his power, who teacherh like him z doft thog not know thar the leaſt evil 
is not to be done rthat:good may come of it,and how that rebellion is as the fin 
of witchcraft, and ſtubborneſs is as iniquity and idolatry, arid becauſe you Prieſts 
have rejeQRed and negte&ed rhe word of the Lord, he hath alfo reje&ted 
you from being his Miniſters, andas Saul for his diſobedience to Gods com- 
mand, the Kingdom was rent from him, though he had obſerved part thereof, 
and rhar which he lefrpndone was as he thought for the beft, and could not 
be reckoned a negle or rejeHion, and therefore ſaid with ccnfidence to 
ro the Prophet of the Lord, when he came to him, bleſſed be thou - Lord, 
for 1 have performed the commandment of the Lord, &5c. what meanech then rhe 
raking hire and gifrs and preaching for money, and raking mens goods by 
force from them, rhzt for conſcience ſake cannor maintain a hireling Prieſt? 
hath not God more delight in obeying his voice then in burnt offerings. a:.d in obedi. 
ence then in ſacrifice * and to live by faith and take no thooghe nor no ftaff 
nor ſcrip,burt like the children of Abraham walk in his ſteps and go when 
God ſairh go,and come when he ſaith come,and plant a vineyard and eat of 
che frutr of ir, but cat not of the fruit of other mens labours that have re- 
ceived none of your ſpirituals, and therefore cannor give you their carnals, 
nor mind not :the fleece 'nor the wool but mind the Lord of the harveſt, 
who gires his penny to them he ſends forth, and though they took noching 


_ with them when they went our, when they returned he asked chem if hey 


wanted any thing, and they faid no;and none of the Apoftles of Chriſt roo 

any more then what was freely given them by the Saints chat had reaped of 
their ſpirituals, and that onely ro ſupply their preſent neceſſities, bur never 
rook any thing by conftrainr, neicher covered any mans filyer, or gold, or 
apparel, or took ary thing for preaching, bur preached freely, and took 
what they had as free alms, and fuch cangor want while there is any of the 
love of God in people, for he that hath this Worlds f 9 and ſeeth bis trother 
wint,how dwells the love of God in bim? and if this is ſhewed to every brother, 
how much more co him chat Iabours in the Goſpel of Chriſt ; therefore it 
may well and upon good ground be ſufpeRed thar either the Goſpel rhar 
thoſe preach that rake any thing in licu of preaching (as hire, or as wages 
is dne for work or any other gitt for to preach, which gift 1 cannor have, if 
I preactrnorJ) is not the Goſpel of Chriſt which the preachers of it was ro 


live upon, but another Goſpel, ſeeing by experience we ſee that the Go- 

- Rtarnce of ſpel.which theſe men preach would ſtarve them, if it were nct for the Jus 
"Ed 6.gives ftices of peace and Judges favour, which cauſes peoples goods to be raken 
* nor the from them againſt their wills, & given to the Priefts,contrary to the Law of 
| treble God andfrhis Nation as before is/proved,or elſe that they are no miniſters of 
damages -Chriſts ſending forth;for whoni he alwayes did and ever will provide main» 
renance, and furniſh rhem with his preſence ro the cnd of the World, fo 


thar ſoch cannor complain of want, but thoſe who have not his preſence 


 virh them are full of complaints ro Parliaments, to Councels, to Judges » | 


%. 
=. * 
OSS ONT SETS Cd rs SES eo VIE: 


fa 3. G35 2-54 OI tics” 2 op "EE" I #.. Re 6 7 2 oh 6 F 
oa a FS Eee EE OS on be 25 7 es eadRnS S-4- RE fe Ss 
$22 # . > * . 2% c oy. CO. iy o < Sq — - a. 


b CT Tr) 
T5 Juſlices} and-who-not that they have the leaſt hope of relief from ? by 
-which things we know them tobe none of the miniſters of Chrifts ſending; 
or elfc laſtly rhere is none of Gods love in people,and if they beget nor men 
_ and women into Gods love, whar do they preach for ?fer ſirife, for dcbare, 
and malice, and envy, and hatred, and covetouſneſſe, and pride , and 
Worldly greatneſle, and refpe of perſons becaule of advantage,and raking 
hire, and paying hire for preaching , and givinggifrs, and taking gifrs for 
preaching, and raking Tirthes, and giving Tithes for preaching,which ſince 
Chriſts aſcention are all marks of carnal people, and carnal pricſts, and the 
word of Reconciliation is not committed to them, as it was to the miniſters 
of Chriſt of old, and there was wirnefles againſt them in all ages by ſome 
that were faithful, as by theſe few preſidents out of the book Martyrs may 
appear, with many witgeſles more both before gng fince, which 'might be 
produced out of ſeveral authors of no mean eſteem; but theſe who will not 
turn and repent, and be waſhed from their marks of falfity and deceir,muſt 
have their portion with the deceivers:; and the deceived,that pay them for 
their deceit the wages of unrighteouſneſle as aforeſaid, will be marked a!ſo 
if they ſpeedily repent nor, but not with the mark of Chriſts ſheep, for 
they know his voice, and a ſtrangers voice they will not follow ) bur of the 
goats3 and of which ſenrence that famous Reformer Fobn Hu have by way 
of prophefie foretold,and alſo of a deliverance that ſbal/ come to the Church 
and people of God, as it is recorded ip the book of Martyrs in theſe words, 
© Moreover hereupon note and mark by the way that the Church of God 
© c2nnot be reduced to his former dignity, or be reforired before a!l things 
© firſt be made new ; the truth whereof is plain by the Temple of So/omon, 
* like as the Clergie and prieſts, ſoalſ> the people and Laitic; or unlcſſe all C: 
* ſuch as now be addiQ ro avatice from the leaſt to the moſt be firſt conver- Vol. the-- 
* red and reclaimed, as well the people as Clergie and priefts; albeit as my 1. page. 
* minde now giveth me, I believe rarhggthe firſt,that is, thar then ſhall ciſe 830. : 
© a new people,formed after the new » Which is created after God; Of 
* the which people new Clerks and Prieſts ſhall come,and be taken, which 
© all ſhalt hate coverouſacile and the glory of this life,haſtening to a heaven- 
*ly converſation, notwirhſtanding all theſe things ſhall come to paſſe, and 
© be brought by lirtle and little in order of times, diſpenſed: of God for the 
© ſame purpoſe, and this God doth and will do for his own mercy and good- 
* neſlc.and for the riches of his great longanawiry and patience, giving time 
© and ſpace of repentance to them that have long lien in theirfſins,to amend 
*and fly from the face of the Lords fury,while that in like manner the carnal. 
* people and carna! prieſts ſucceſſively and in time ſhall fall away and be 
© conſumed as with the moth, @&c. | 
Andfurther it is yer more ſure out of that Record, againſt which lies no 
ja averment, viz. Feremiah 23.1.2 .3.4.5.and 6. and throughout that chap- 
* ter, * Wobe unto the paſtors that deſtroy and ſcatter the ſheep of my pa- 
*ſture ſaith. the Lord, Therefore thus fairh the Lord God of Iſrael againſt 
© the paſtours that feed my people, ye have ſcattered my flock and driven 
* chem away, and have not viſited thew, Behold I will vifit upon you the- 
© evil of your doings ſaith the Lord, and I will gather the remnanc of my 
© lock out ofall Countries whether Ihave driven them, and will bring rhem 
- again” 
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 Cagain td their folds, and they ſhall be fruirful and increafe;and I will ſet vp 
© ſhepherds over them. which ſhall feed them, & rhey ſhall fear no more nor 


© be diſmaicd; neither ſhall rhey be lacking ſaith che Lord, behold the _ 


© come faith the Lord, that I will raiſe up unto David a righteous bran 
© aud a King ſhall reign and proſper,and ſhall execute Judgment and Juſtice 
$ in the carth, in his deyes Judah ſhall be ſaved,and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely, 
© and this is his Name whereby he ſhall be called. 

The Lord our Righteouſneſſe, 


THE END. 
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